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GATHERING 
 
The	Prelude	Once	in	Royal	David’s	City 													 														Henry J. Gauntlett, arr. Rodney Abriol 
 

Processional:	Hymnal	99	Go!	Tell	it	on	the	Mountain  					Afro-American Spiritual 
You	are	invited	to	stand 
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Welcome 
 
A	Bidding	Prayer 

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear 
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying 
in a manger.  
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time 
of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy 
Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  
 
But ϐirst, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for 
the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in 
our country and in this city.  
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the 
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know 
and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made ϐlesh, and 
with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.  
 

WORD 
 
The	First	Reading:  A	reading	from	John    						John	1:1-18 
Please	be	seated 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the ϐlesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 

And the Word became ϐlesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testiϐied to him and cried out, 
‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.” ’) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known.  
 
Here ends the reading. 

 
Carol:	It	came	upon	the	midnight	clear	 									  		  		 			Carol 
You	are	invited	to	stand 

It	came	upon	the	midnight	clear,	that	glorious	song	of	old, 
From	angels	bending	near	the	earth	to	touch	their	harps	of	gold: 
“Peace	on	the	earth,	good	will	to	men,	from	heaven’s	all	gracious	King.” 
The	world	in	solemn	stillness	lay	to	hear	the	angels	sing. 
 
For	lo!	The	days	are	hastening	on,	by	prophets	seen	of	old, 
When	with	the	ever-circling	years	shall	come	the	time	foretold, 
When	peace	shall	over	all	the	earth	it	ancient	splendors	ϔling, 
And	all	the	world	give	back	the	song	which	now	the	angels	sing. 
 

The	Second	Reading:  A	reading	from	Luke   																									Luke	2:1-20 
Please	be	seated 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the ϐirst registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the  
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time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her ϐirstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the ϐields, keeping watch over their ϐlock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terriϐied. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will ϐind a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 
 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Here ends the reading. 

 
Carol:		Angels	we	have	heard	on	high    																													 		 		Gloria 
You	are	invited	to	stand 

Angels	we	have	heard	on	high,	singing	sweetly	through	the	night, 
and	the	mountains	in	reply	echoing	their	brave	delight. 
Glo-ria	in	excelsis	Deo. 
Glo-ria	in	excelsis	Deo. 
 
Shepherds,	why	this	jubilee?	Why	these	songs	of	happy	cheer? 
What	great	brightness	did	you	see?	What	glad	tidings	did	you	hear? 
Glo-ria	in	excelsis	Deo. 
Glo-ria	in	excelsis	Deo. 



6 

 

The	Third	Reading:  A	reading	from	Luke   				 				Luke	2:21-38 
Please	be	seated 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

When the time came for their puriϐication according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
‘Every ϐirstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a 
sacriϐice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or 
two young pigeons.’ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word;  
for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’ 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then 
as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
 
Here ends the reading. 
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The	Fourth	Reading:  A	reading	from	Matthew   												Matthew	2:1-23 
Please	be	seated 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search  

Carol:	Love	came	down	at	Christmas	  								    	 	Gartan 
You	are	invited	to	stand 
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diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and ϐlee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulϐil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 
 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was 
fulϐilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 
‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 
 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after 
being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his 
home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulϐilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’ 
 
Here ends the reading. 
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Carol:	What	child	is	this?	 					 													   	 							 							Greensleeves 
You	are	invited	to	stand 

What	child	is	this,	who,	laid	to	rest,	on	Mary’s	lap	is	sleeping? 
Whom	angels	greet	with	anthems	sweet,	while	shepherds	watch	are	keeping? 
This,	this	is	Christ	the	King,	whom	shepherds	guard	and	angels	sing: 
Haste,	haste	to	bring	him	laud,	the	babe,	the	son	of	Mary. 
 
Why	lies	he	in	such	mean	estate	where	ox	and	ass	are	feeding? 
Good	Christian,	fear:	for	sinners	here	the	silent	Word	is	pleading. 
This,	this	is	Christ	the	King,	whom	shepherds	guard	and	angels	sing: 
Haste,	haste	to	bring	him	laud,	the	babe,	the	son	of	Mary. 

 
The	Fifth	Reading:  A	reading	from	Luke  																	 				Luke	2:41-52 
Please	be	seated 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival 
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
his parents did not know it.  Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they 
went a day’s journey.  Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 
friends. When they did not ϐind him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for 
him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; 
and his mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father 
and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, ‘Why were you 
searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ But they did 
not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.  
 
Here ends the reading. 
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Carol:	  Joy	to	the	World  													  													    Antioch 
You	are	invited	to	stand 
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The	Nicene	Creed 
We	believe	in	one	God,	the	Father,	the	Almighty,	 
 maker	of	heaven	and	earth,	of	all	that	is,	seen	and	unseen.	 
We	believe	in	one	Lord,	Jesus	Christ,	the	only	Son	of	God,	 
 eternally	begotten	of	the	Father,	God	from	God,	Light	from	Light,	 
 true	God	from	true	God,	begotten,	not	made,	 
 of	one	Being	with	the	Father;	through	him	all	things	were	made.	 

For	us	and	for	our	salvation	he	came	down	from	heaven,	 
 was	incarnate	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	Virgin	Mary	 
 and	became	truly	human.	 

For	our	sake	he	was	cruciϐied	under	Pontius	Pilate;	 
 he	suffered	death	and	was	buried.	 

On	the	third	day	he	rose	again	in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures;	 
 he	ascended	into	heaven	and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	 
 He	will	come	again	in	glory	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead,	 
 and	his	kingdom	will	have	no	end. 

We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord,	the	giver	of	life,	 
 who	proceeds	from	the	Father,	 
 who	with	the	Father	and	the	Son	is	worshiped	and	gloriϐied,	 
 who	has	spoken	through	the	prophets.	 
 We	believe	in	one	holy	catholic	and	apostolic	Church.	 
 We	acknowledge	one	baptism	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	 
 We	look	for	the	resurrection	of	the	dead,	 

and	the	life	of	the	world	to	come.	Amen.	 
 
The	Prayers	of	the	People 

God of the prophets, give your church courage to speak truth, and to tell of your love. 
God	of	the	prophets,	hear	us	and	help	us! 
  
God of the angels, give your church voice to sing your presence into the world.  Give the 
world a freedom song, and help us to speak peace throughout the earth.  God	of	the	
angels,	hear	us	and	help	us! 
 
God of Mary and Elizabeth, give your church grace to be pregnant with hope and to 
bring forth new life for a barren world.  God	of	our	mothers,	hear	us	and	help	us! 
 
God of Zechariah and Joseph, give your church dreams and visions, and the courage to 
follow them.  God	of	our	fathers,	hear	us	and	help	us! 
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God of the shepherds, give your church humility, and to all who sit in darkness, alone 
and afraid, a light from heaven proclaiming peace. 
God	of	the	shepherds,	hear	us	and	help	us! 
 

God of the magi, give your church gifts, and the will to leave home to ϐind you among 
the poor.  God	of	the	magi,	hear	us	and	help	us! 
 

God of the Holy Innocents, give your church power to stand against violence and to 
protect the powerless.  God	of	the	victim,	hear	us	and	help	us! 
 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  Here	other	
intercessions	are	offered. 
 

The	Celebrant	prays	the	closing	Collect: 
 

God our Sovereign, you are always coming into the world.  Come to us now, soon, and 
forever, and let us receive you as the Child of holiness and the Wind of change, through 
whom, this day, we pray.  Amen.  
 

The	Confession 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

 
Almighty	God,	our	heavenly	Father:		We	have	sinned	against	you,	through	our	
own	fault,	in	thought,	and	word,	and	deed,	and	in	what	we	have	left	undone.		For	
the	sake	of	your	Son	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	forgive	us	all	our	offenses;	and	grant	
that	we	may	serve	you	in	newness	of	life,	to	the	glory	of	your	Name.		Amen. 
 
May the Almighty God grant you forgiveness of all your sins, and the grace and comfort 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
The	Exchange	of	Peace 

May the peace of Christ be always with you. 
And	also	with	you. 
We	greet	one	another	in	the	name	of	Christ. 
 

Announcements 
 
Thanksgivings	of	the	Community 
You	are	invited	to	come	forward	to	offer	public	thanks	for	the	movement	of	God’s	Spirit	in	your	own	
life:		thanks	for	a	birthday,	an	anniversary,	a	new	job,	an	unexpected	act	of	compassion,	or	another	
grace-ϔilled	change	in	your	life.		We	close	this	time	with	the	following	prayer: 

O	God,	our	times	are	in	your	hands:	Look	with	favor,	we	pray,	on	your	servants	as	
they	mark	this	day.	Grant	that	they	may	grow	in	wisdom	and	grace,	and	
strengthen	their	trust	in	your	goodness	all	the	days	of	their	life;	through	Jesus	
Christ	our	Lord.	Amen. 
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At	the	Offertory  Lo!	How	a	rose	e’er	blooming  										 							  							Es	ist	ein	Ros 
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TABLE 
Please	place	your	offering	in	the	plate	 

when	you	come	forward	to	receive	communion 
 
The	Great	Thanksgiving	  																						Eucharistic	Prayer	B,	The	Book	of	Common	Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 
And	also	with	you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We	lift	them	to	the	Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It	is	right	to	give	him	thanks	and	praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks	to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the ϐlesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 
become your children. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and	Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever	sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 

Sanctus	&	Benedictus	     			  			Franz	Schubert
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to  us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made ϐlesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took	bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and	gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body,	which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given	thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:	This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink	it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We	remember	his	death, 
We	proclaim	his	resurrection, 
We	await	his	coming	in	glory; 
 
And we offer our sacriϐice of praise and thanksgiving to you,	O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this	bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacriϐice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctiϐied by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with James and all your	saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the ϐirstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salva-
tion. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
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The	Lord’s	Prayer 

As our Savior Christ taught us, we now pray: 
 

Our	Father	in	heaven, 
 hallowed	be	your	Name, 
 your	kingdom	come, 
 your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven. 
Give	us	today	our	daily	bread. 
Forgive	us	our	sins 
 as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us. 
Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial, 
 and	deliver	us	from	evil. 
For	the	kingdom,	the	power, 
 and	the	glory	are	yours, 
 now	and	for	ever.		Amen. 
 

The	Breaking	of	the	Bread 
A	profound	silence	is	kept 
 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We	who	are	many	are	one	body,	or	we	all	share	in	the	one	bread. 
 

The Gifts of God for the people of God.   
Behold what you are, become what you receive. 

 
The	Communion	of	the	People 

All	who	seek	Christ	are	welcome	at	God’s	table.		 
We	offer	both	wheat	and	gluten	free	wafers;	inform	the	priest	of	your	preference.		 

If	you	wish	to	receive	a	blessing	please	come	forward	and	cross	your	arms	over	your	chest. 
If	you	are	not	receiving	communion	today	you	are	invited	to	silently	pray	 

the	Prayer	for	Spiritual	Communion	found	below.		 
 

A	Prayer	for	Spiritual	Communion 	 	 	 	 	 						 Episcopal	Prayer	Book	for	the	Armed	Forces	(1988) 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. 
I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming 
in glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with 
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and 
you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
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Communion	Music:		Away	in	a	Manger               James R. Murray 
Away	in	a	manger,	no	crib	for	a	bed,	 
The	little	Lord	Jesus	laid	down	His	sweet	head. 
The	stars	in	the	sky	looked	down	where	He	lay, 
The	little	Lord	Jesus	asleep	on	the	hay. 
 
The	cattle	are	lowing,	the	Baby	awakes, 
But	little	Lord	Jesus	no	crying	He	makes, 
I	love	thee,	Lord	Jesus,	look	down	from	the	sky, 
And	stay	by	my	cradle	till	morning	is	nigh. 
 
Be	near	me,	Lord	Jesus,	I	ask	thee	to	stay 
Close	by	me	forever,	and	love	me,	I	pray. 
Bless	all	the	dear	children	in	thy	tender	care, 
And	ϐit	us	for	heaven	to	live	with	thee	there. 
 

The	Prayer	after	Communion 
You	are	invited	to	stand 

Let us pray. 
Almighty	and	everliving	God,	we	thank	you	for	feeding	us	with	the	spiritual	food	
of	the	most	precious	Body	and	Blood	of	your	Son	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ;	and	for	
assuring	us	in	these	holy	mysteries	that	we	are	living	members	of	the	Body	of	
your	Son,	and	heirs	of	your	eternal	kingdom.		And	now,	Father,	send	us	out	to	do	
the	work	you	have	given	us	to	do,	to	love	and	serve	you	as	faithful	witnesses	of	
Christ	our	Lord.		To	him,	to	you,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit,	be	honor	and	glory,	now	
and	for	ever.		Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

The	Christmas	Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his 
holiness. Amen. 
 
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, ϐill you 
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 
 
May God, who in the Word made ϐlesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 
you his peace and favor.  Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 
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Processional	Hymn:	Good	Christian	friends,	rejoice	  																				 						In	dulci	jubilo 
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Christmas	Flowers 
 

Thank you so much to all who contributed ϐlowers with your memorial donations and 
thanksgivings.  After the 9:30 service the poinsettias can grow legs.  Please select a plant 
and take it with you to enjoy! 

The	Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thanks	be	to	God.		Alleluia,	Alleluia! 

 
The	Postlude:		Gesu	Bambino     								Pietro A. Yon, arr. Lloyd Larson 

January	1,	2023,	9:30	am 
The	First	Sunday	After	Christmas—Lessons	and	Carols 

    

Readers Charles Riel Peter Sabonis Gail Wolfe 
Ushers Blix Winston   
Chalice Jim Bullington   

Altar Guild Aline Sautter, Karen Phillips, Jeannie Pellicier, Kathy Grumbach 

Counters    
Livestream Mike Henyon   
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Prayer	Rotation 
Please join the Daughters	of	the	King in praying for each parishioner in rotation during 
2023 by taking this notice home and by posting it where it will remind you pray to on a 
daily basis for the needs and blessings of: 
 

  Chris and Misty Tieman (Holten, Haeden, Ascher) 
  Michael and Denise Warren 
  Tim and Melissa Washabaugh (Isabella, Grant) 
 

A member of the Daughters of the King will be contacting  you this week for special 
prayer requests. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Kristin+	Will	Be	Away 
Kristin+ will be away from Monday, December 26 through Monday, January 7.  If you have 
a pastoral emergency please contact our Senior Warden Dave Rak. 
 
Notice	of	Annual	Meeting 
The 2023 St. James’ Episcopal Church Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 29, 2023 at 
9:30 am.   
 
 

CALENDAR	FOR	THE	WEEK	OF	JANUARY	1,	2023 
TODAY,	January 1   
The	First	Sunday	after	
Christmas 

9:30 am Christmas Lessons & Carols 
with Livestream 

Monday, January 2  Ofϐice Closed 
Wednesday, January 4 7:15 pm Choir 
Thursday, January 5 7:00 pm NA—Lower Level 
Friday, January 6 6:00 pm Scouts 
   
NEXT	SUNDAY,	January 8 
The	Baptism	of	Our	Lord 

8:30 am Holy Eucharist and  
Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

 9:30 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Holy Eucharist and Baptism  

with Music & Livestream 
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History	of	the	Festival	of	Lessons	and	Carols 
In 1878 the Royal	Cornwall	Gazette reported that the choir of Truro Cathedral would sing a 
service of carols at 10:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 
 

The	Choir	of	the	Cathedral	will	sing	a	number	of	carols	in	the	Cathedral	on	Christmas	
Eve,	the	service	commencing	at	10pm.	We	understand	that	this	is	at	the	wish	of	many	of	
the	leading	parishioners	and	others.	A	like	service	has	been	instituted	in	other	cathedral	
and	large	towns,	and	has	been	much	appreciated.	It	is	the	intention	of	the	choir	to	no	
longer	continue	the	custom	of	singing	carols	at	the	residences	of	members	of	the	
congregation. 
 

Two years later, Edward White Benson, at that time Bishop of Truro in Cornwall but 
later Archbishop of Canterbury, formalized the service with Nine Lessons for use 
on Christmas Eve 1880. Over 400 people attended this ϐirst service. There is an oft-
repeated myth that the purpose of the service was to keep men out of the pubs. 
 
The service has subsequently been in continuous use (with modiϐications) in Truro since 
1880, and followed Bishop Benson in his new appointment as Archbishop of Canterbury in 
1883. In December 2013 Truro Cathedral staged a reconstruction of Bishop Benson's 
original 1880 Nine Lessons with Carols Service which was attended by an audience of over 
1,500 people. 
 
The original liturgy has since been adapted and used by other churches all over the world. 
Lessons and Carols most often occur in Anglican churches. However, numerous Christian 
denominations have adopted this service, or a variation on this service, as part of their 
Christmas celebrations.  
 
The best-known version is broadcast annually from King's College, Cambridge, on 
Christmas Eve. It features carols sung by the famous Choir of King's College. Brown 
University in Providence Rhode Island celebrated its 100th Service of Lessons and Carols 
in 2016, holding its ϐirst festival one year before King's College began theirs. From Brown, 
the festival tradition has spread to other US institutions, including Groton 
School of Groton, Massachusetts, which performed its ϐirst Lessons and Carols in 1928. The 
comprehensive state school, Magdalen College School, in Brackley Northamptonshire, has 
had a service of Nine lessons and Carols in their school chapel every year since 1899. They 
were able to continue during both world wars as the choir was made of school boys, when 
many university Chapels had to temporarily pause their tradition as their students were 
ϐighting in the wars. The school still holds a traditional Nine Lessons and Carols every year, 
with a Chapel Choir made up of students, staff and retired members of the school 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
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St. James’ Episcopal Church 
in	the	Episcopal	Diocese	of	Maryland 

1307 North Main Street, Mount Airy, MD 21771 
301.829.0325 – Church Ofϐice      301.829.9773 – Fax 

 301.829.0014 – Nursery School       301.829.0314 – Thrift Shop 
Ofϐice email: ofϐice@stjamesmtairy.org 

Website:  www.stjamesmtairy.org 
 

The Rev. Kristin Krantz, Rector                     rector@stjamesmtairy.org 
Richard Drehoff Jr., Music Director          music@stjamesmtairy.org 
Laura Davis, Parish Administrator            ofϐice@stjamesmtairy.org 
Mechelle Cascardo, Business Manager businessmanager@stjamesmtairy.org 
Amanda Norman, Director of St. James’ Nursery School         nsdirector@stjamesmtairy.org 
Lori Howes, Manager of St. James’ Thrift Shop thriftshop@stjamesmtairy.org 

 
Holy Eucharist:  8:30 am, Sunday School: 9:30 am, Holy Eucharist w/Music: 10:30 am 

 
The	mission	of	the	churches	of	the	Diocese	of	Maryland	is	to	 

ENCOUNTER	Christ	everywhere	and	 
ENGAGE	in	God's	mission	of	reconciliation	in	the	world. 

This week’s Commemorations (A	Great	Cloud	of	Witnesses, 2020, Church Publishing Group) 
 

January 1  The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
January 2  Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah, First Indian Anglican Bishop, Dornakal, 1945 
January 3  William Passavant, Prophetic Witness, 1894 
January 4  Elizabeth Seton, Founder of the American sisters of Charity, 1821 

Lectionary readings for the Baptism of Our Lord, January 8, 2023 (RCL, Year A) 
 

Isaiah 42:1-9  Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 Psalm 29 

Readings taken from The	New	Revised	Standard	Version	of	the	Bible © 1989 by The Division of Christian  
Education of The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., used by permission.  All music printed 
with permission:  OneLicense #1139651.  Prayers of the People adapted from BCP, the Nicene Creed is from 
Enriching	Our	Worship	1, and the Eucharistic Prayer is from The	Book	Common	Prayer. 


