DRIVING PRAYER STATIONS

Created by Rev Joanna and Rev Chris Cummings

We believe our faith is lived both inwardly and outwardly in our community. So, as you take time to reflect on what
Jesus might be doing within you, we want to also challenge you to pray about the ways Jesus might be at work
through you and your impact on our community. This prayer experience is one you can do in your car, each
section has a location to go to and park before you read. We ask that you drive carefully and have a co-pilot read
as you get to each stop or simply find a safe place to pull over. As you drive to or by each location, follow the guide
below as you pray.

INTRO - Before You Leave
READ: We are about to go on a guided prayer tour of our community. This will be a little different than our normal
car rides. We will be going to specific locations and praying for them in our car. Each stop will have a short
reading and then someone will offer a prayer. The readers and prayers should rotate around along the journey.
During this ride, until it is finished we should be thinking about all those in our world, those hurting and those
helping. So no technology, no talking other than the readings and any questions you might have about what we
are doing. Are we ready?

PREPARE - Getting_in Car
READ: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him.” (John 3:16-17) Our world is really weird right now, nothing feels "normal,” and we might be
worried, scared, confused, and anxious. BUT, we know that this isn’t the end of the story, and that God is a God
of love and hope. So as we journey today, let’s look for, pray for and offer hope and love to our community,
especially in the hurting places.
PRAY: God, we ask that you journey with us. Open our eyes to see what you want us to see, and open our hearts
to love as you love. Amen.

THOSE NEAR TO US - Park Near Neighborhood
READ: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.” (Matthew 22:36-40) When Jesus was asked what is most important to how God calls us to live
he responds: Love God with everything you are, and love your neighbor as if they were part of your family. Think
about those who live near to us, maybe we know them well, maybe we don’t. How might we know them better?
PRAY: God, give us opportunities to love our neighbors this week. Help us be a light in our neighborhood or on
our street. Amen.

THOSE WHO OFFER OUR DAILY BREAD - Grocery Store
READ: “The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their shared meals,
and to their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many wonders and signs through
the apostles. All the believers were united and shared everything. They would sell pieces of property and
possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them. Every day, they met together in the
temple and ate in their homes. They shared food with gladness and simplicity. They praised God and
demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to the community those who were being
saved.” (Acts 2:42-47) This story tells us about the beginning of the Church. Because they lived so differently
sharing everything they had, people noticed and wanted to join. We find ourselves at a place where we
regularly shop for what we need. But lately, it feels different. People have been over buying and panicking
because of fear. What might it look like to live generously in a time when we might not have everything we
are used to?
PRAY: God, we thank you for grocery stores and all those who are working so hard to provide for our
needs. We ask for their safety. Maybe we can be ok with less right now. Give us generous hearts
towards them and everyone in need offering what we have, knowing God is with us. AMEN.




THOSE WHO HELP - Park Near Healthcare/Hospital/Firefighter/Police Station/Etc

READ: There is a story of a Rabbi, like Jesus, who after a natural disaster like a tornado or disease was
asked how he could explain such a tragic act of God. The Rabbi answered that the disaster was an act of
nature. The act of God occurs when people help each other. We are now at a place FULL of helpers! They
offer their lives everyday to bring light and healing to people who need it. It reminds us of a Fred Rogers
quote: “When | was a child, and | would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me: ‘Look for
the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.” How does it make you feel to see so many helpers?
PRAY: God, we pray for the helpers. We ask that you protect them and keep them safe. We are thankful for
them and the love they are sharing with so many people. May we be helpers too in our own way. AMEN.

THOSE WHO ARE HURTING - Same location

READ: “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you
sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:34-40) Jesus reminds us in this story that we are
asked to help; to help by being a real light in a dark world. One of the ways to help right now is to stay home or in
our car. It will help the sick get well, slow the spread of illness and it's the best way for us to care for one another.
Another way could be writing notes or shopping for those who are more vulnerable. When we do things to help those
who are hurting, we are not only being Jesus to them, we are serving Jesus.

PRAY: God, be with the sick. We ask for healing and for health. May we have opportunities to help those who are
hurting. May we share your love with those who need your light. AMEN.

THOSE WHO ARE TEACHING AND LEARNING - School
READ: School is most known for learning, but it is also the hub for communities. For many, school is what brings
rhythm to their lives. There is a school day, school activities, school year, and off for summer. For some, school is
also the one place they get consistent food. Teachers and staff are home, sad to not be able to care for and teach
those in their care in the same way. Students miss their friends, growing, and learning. It feels so strange for
them to be closed right now.
PRAY: God, we pray for our schools, the teachers, staff, and students. Schools are the foundation of our
community, and we realize the impact of their closure. We ask to help those who are struggling because of a
lack of food, security, or anything else. May we have opportunities to help with those needs. AMEN.

THE BODY OF CHRIST - Church Sign
READ: “The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: every
part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don't, the parts we see (on the
outside) and the parts we don’t (on the inside). If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in
the healing. If one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance. You are Christ's body—that’s
who you are! You must never forget this.” (1 Corinthians 12:25-27) The Church is not a building, but a
gathering of people following Jesus. How might we be the church right now?
PRAY: God, we thank you for Jesus who we follow. Help us see you in our world and say “yes” to
opportunities to be the church. AMEN.

REFLECT - Back home in your catr.
ASK: What did you think about these prayer stations? Which one impacted you the most? What is one
thing you want to do to serve our community because of them? What is one way your heart and attitude
will change because of your experience today? How is Jesus at work within you today?
PRAY: God, we thank you for everything you give us, especially life. We ask that we might continue to
grow from this experience and see you in our everyday ordinary lives. Help us to follow you. AMEN.
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